Teaching and Technology Initiative Application

Course Title: HPS 507/POLS 540, Public Policy and Health Promotion
Course Description: The course is designed to ground the student in the structures and processes associated with public policy, and to facilitate the critical multidisciplinary evaluation of selected health-related incidents and issues, with specific emphasis on health promotion.

Number of Students:  12

Instructor: John Church, Ph.D.

Contact Information: john.church@ualberta.ca
Support Staff: Raj Boora will provide advice regarding the design of the assignments the hybridization process.  A Technology Professional Development Facilitator in the Faculty of Education, Raj has spent considerable time working to help faculty members redesign their courses to be delivered whole or in part using WebCT or Elluminate.  Raj has also helped with other cross faculty collaboration projects, most recently with the Faculty of Medicine. 

Proposed Teaching Methods: The course is designed to allow the participant to develop critical thinking skills that are fundamental to assessing the context, process, and the expected and unexpected outcomes associated with health policy.  Accordingly, the first half of the course is devoted to exploring the structures, processes and determinants of health policy. This will be achieved through a guided-discovery, discussion format. The second half of the course involves the exploration of health policy issues through a simulation exercise, case examples (guest presenters) and guided-discovery, group discussion. Assignments are designed to develop critical thinking skills in real-life scenarios.
Information and Communications Technology to be used to enhance learning outcomes and/or increase access: In an attempt to facilitate the linkage between distance based and campus based students, this project will deliver a graduate course in a hybrid environment.  Playing on the strengths of each group of students and the strengths of each delivery method this course will encourage the campus based students to use WebCT to interact with their distance based counterparts in an asynchronous environment using a common discussion board and when appropriate, use Elluminate to interact synchronously.  The distance based students will be have access to their course materials through WebCT and be able to interact through discussion boards and synchronous sessions with their campus based counterparts.

Through specifically designed assignments and discussions, the two groups should be able to see their ideas move throughout the course.  To avoid the campus -based students feeling as though they are doing more work, only select classes will have the distance-based students participating.  Distance-based students will have an analogue to this with synchronous Elluminate or asynchronous WebCT discussions that are private to their group.  To get the most out of this course, the students will have to take advantage of the common discussions on WebCT and use the technology afforded by the Telus Professional Development Center.

When the class is scheduled for a synchronous meeting, the students on campus will be able to make use of the provided laptops to communicate using Elluminate with their distance based colleagues.  Campus based lectures and discussions can be captured in part by the electronic whiteboard to be shared in WebCT with the distance students just as the Elluminate whiteboard can be used to capture and share the lectures and discussions of the distance based students. All sessions, campus-based and virtual will be audio recorded and posted on WebCT to maximize the knowledge transfer opportunity for both groups of students. 

Proposed Evaluation Method: The Centre for Health Promotion Studies has used the same formative and summative evaluation procedure for all courses since 2000. This includes a mid-point evaluation which focuses on student perceptions of what works (facilitates their learning), what doesn’t (interferes with their learning), and suggestions for improvements (could enhance their learning) and a summative evaluation questionnaire which is distributed electronically in e-learning courses, and via a student volunteer in face-to-face courses. 

Given that this course will involve both campus-based and distance-based students through synchronous and asynchronous learning, additional questions may be added to the formative and summative questionnaires. The evaluation will also include the perceptions of the instructor about what did and did not work and suggestions for improvement. Ethics approval for the study of the revised evaluation procedures will be sought from the Education, Extension, and Augustana Research Ethics Board (EEA REB)
The first evaluation of the combined (campus/distance) course will establish base-line information against which subsequent delivery of the course can be compared.

Previous Experience:  Dr. Church has taught the course to campus-based students since 1996.  He has employed a multimedia approach, including a web-based homepage, Internet-based links embedded in course outlines, and Internet media downloads as infrastructure has become available to support these activities. The simulation exercise designed for the course has been published through the Institute of Public Administrators of Canada case study series and tested in the class room for the past seven years.  Since arriving at the Centre for Health Promotion Studies, he has been involved in supporting the instruction of the capstone exercise for distance students, involving use of WebCT and other technologies. 

He received the Department of Public Health Sciences, Faculty Member of the Year Award for innovation in teaching and mentoring in 2000 and 2003, was nominated for the University of Alberta Killam Award for Mentoring in 2004 and 2005 and Faculty of Medicine, Mentoring Award in 2001.

Contribution to Improved Teaching: The Centre for Health Promotion Studies is committed to developing a collaborative approach to teaching and learning in both e-learning and face-to-face modes and to   strengthening the linkage between e-learning and campus-based students and faculty.  E-learning  students often lament the lack of opportunities to join in Centre based activities (seminars, research presentations) and the links that are formed through informal learning activities with their  their campus-based peers. E-learning students are completing their programs while working in full time positions; purely synchronous learning approaches are not conducive to their schedules, but they experience a sense of isolation in the pursuit of their program. The current project represents the first effort to enhance the linkage between e-learning and campus-based students fostering collaborative learning through the delivery of a single graduate course. 




